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Announcing the Amazing Micro-Mouse Maze Contest

It was through mere happenstance that Spectrum’s ed-
itors learned—by means of word pmplgnud along the

industry grapevi f a so-called el ic mouse (“le
mouse electronique” were the exact words ﬂmﬁ madled
our ears). Upon assigning our top i i

Be that as it may, the Utah um led to the idea ol’ ti'ue
Le Mouse II contest d in January by M
Design. (Sorry, the deadline for registration was Mareh
1.) Beyond that, it set Spectrum’s engineer—editors to

to the task of finding out the true facts, we quickly found
that in January the magazine Machine Design had in-

deed called for desi and constructors of “ell
lque" mice to enter The Great Clock Climbing Cnnl.est
would be required

mouletlutomlldsmrmptwdjmblvarhulmuhmun
(“le clock,” one supposes). Our disappointment came

why a true el ic mouse could not be built.
We put our hearla wgether and, nml- afew days nf con-
ﬁ-

became
that the plan was feasible. In short, Spectrum would run
its own real electronic mouse contest. The mice would be
required to negotiate a maze (officially named the Mys-
tery Mouse Maze because its configuration would be kept
a closely guarded secret until race day). The contestants
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I. Box score of the final race, in order of running

Designers/ Runi, Run2  Run3,
Mouse handlers seconds seconds seconds
Dudley David Schasfer,
Roger Sandersan  Aborted  Aborted 252
Mikey Michael Rigsby Aborted Aborted  Aborted
Mini Anelle Rigsby Aborted Aborted  Aborted
Mushka Bab Norton,
John Ditner Abarted  Aborled 94.74
Theseus Dave Ziffer,
Scott Pector,
Robert Matz Aborted  Aborted  Aborted
Charlotte Earl Kalbfleisch Aberted  Aborted  Aborted
Moonlight  Art Boland
Special Ron Dilbeck
Phil Stover 66.98 §0.70 5038
Moonlight  Ari Boland
Flash Ron Dilbeck,
Phil Stover 30.04 30862 2978
Moonlight  Art Boland
Exprass Ron Dilbeck,
Phil Stover 10088 31.38 3116
Harvey Wall  Gary Gordon,
banger Gary Sasaki,
Ken Macleod 4188 40.42 30.98
Mazey Tony Rosetti,
Peter Rowe,
Stave Allen Aborted  Aborted Aborted
Kimbot Mark Kantrowitz Abarted Aborted *
Wampus Il David Biock Abortad
Catty- Howard Kalseff,
wampus Michael Sipser  Aborted Aborted  Aborted
Microbot James Hamblen Aborted Aborted  Aborted

* Run not taken
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[1] Moonlight Express, improved in speed aver its
predecessor, the Moonlight Special, won the prize for
lastest smart mouse. It solved Spectrum's maze in con-
sacutive runs of 100.88, 31.36, and 31.16 s. Like the
Maonlight Special, the Express was based on a Z-80A
microprocessor. Its five appendages carried optical
elements to guide it through the maze.

Harvey Wallbanger was the first w: i
all-hugging micro-
mouse to solve Spectrum’'s maze in Isgsg tlgan once

minute (at the third time trial in Los Angeles). It had
intelligence and followed the right wgall. lll wa: l;‘\g

runner-up fastest mouse prize with 8
41.68 s in the finals, P itndiate




- First Run -

Mouse Order Time Penalty
Amcomical 8 1:30 e
] Brainy Bricks 2 10:00 1:30
__J Fred 1 4:40 30
LAMT 3 3:30 ——
Meryl 4 1:45 4:00
Midnight Sun 5 1:29 2:00
Pascal 5 2:07 1:00
Stirling Mouse 7 3:49 * 2:00
Yamabiko = m—— —=
- Learning -
Mouse Order Time Penalty
Amcomical 2 4:11 L 7:00
— Brainy Bricks 1 3:42 7:30
Fred 3 5:00 7:00
LAMI 4 3:49 L ——
Meryl 5 Ja2B L ===
Midnight Sun [ 0:15 L 6:00
1 Pascal = e g
Stirling Mouse 7 2250 6:00
Yamabiko - S S

The first European contests were a Portsmouth preliminary on 1st July 1980, and the London finals
on 17th September at EuroMicro 80. The European mazes were 16 by 16 units, and had a centre
goal.

NORIKO=X1(B%

https://youtu.be/Y0ogmQ3hYpY
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To be continued...




